4.14 Deputy T.M. Pitman of the Minister for Educaton, Sport and Culture regarding the
future use of St. James’ Centre:

Given the continued cost to the taxpayer of kee@hgJames’ draped in scaffolding - around

£70,000 in the last 5 years - will the Minister s@vwhether he supports transferring this building

to the Jersey Youth Service and, if so, would hdeutake to liaise with Property Holdings to

ascertain whether the cost of making the struagoe could be met from the sale of the existing

and dilapidated La Motte Street Centre?

The Deputy of St. John (The Minister for Education,Sport and Culture):

The future use of St. James’ has been under coasimie for many months, | am told, although this
was before my time in the Assembly. Liaison wittoperty Holdings has already taken place. |
am pleased to report that Property Holdings havenbable to find a solution. The funding
necessary to carry out the remedial work to therathiuilding will be found from Property
Holdings maintenance budget for 2012. This work laé completed in 2012 and the scaffolding
can then be removed. | am also pleased to repattthe Treasurer of the States has agreed a
feasibility study of the St. James’ site and timg study should be prepared to show how it could
be redeveloped. | understand that this includesideration of moving the Youth Service to the
St. James’ buildings. The Deputy’s question wadedrately couched: “Do | support it?”, the
move of the new centre to the St. James’ buildamgl without having looked at all of the details
my initial reaction is, yes, | would support thathe review will be complete by the end of March
2012. At that time | will have discussions witletAssistant Minister for Treasury and Resources
to agree the best way forward. | can assure thmfehat | will give those discussions a high
level of urgency at the end of March.

4.14.1 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Could I just say that | really welcome the newsrirthe Minister, and could he perhaps clarify the
House why he has managed to come up with a soluton and yet for 5 years we have been
draping it in scaffolding at huge cost to the taggg@ What is the magic wand he has managed to
wave?

The Deputy of St. John:

| would love to be able to say that | take the oesibility for that, but | am afraid | cannot. Bhi
was formulated by the department with Property s prior to my time. It would be very nice
to take the credit for it, but in all honesty | catdo that.

4.14.2 Deputy J.H. Young:

Would the Minister please confirm that within treasibility study of the future use of St. James’,
and his personal commitment to the transfer ofbilié&ling to the Youth Service, would he please
give a commitment that he will take into accouhg present valuable use by the cultural sector of
those buildings, albeit in difficult circumstandescause of their condition, including facilities fo
such groups as the Jersey Youth Theatre, whichahesmmodated the expansion of cultural
activities in Jersey. Would he please give a cammemt in that study that he will ensure in some
way that that use can continue albeit potentiatiyacshared basis? Also would he clarify whether
he would wish to see that use continue in some way?

The Deputy of St. John:

To enable improved access for young people in &hed’, and the general public, to the Youth
Service officer in their change of venue to St. dsinthere is going to have to be several elements
to it. It should allow for a wide range of artojacts and provide an alternative to using licence
premises, i.e. bars and nightclubs, for events siscbig School and Junior Battle of the Bands.
The financial basis of the proposal is that the sallue of the La Motte Street- the existing Youth
Service venue - the estimated value is in the regio£5 million and this would be sufficient to
meet the relocation costs and moving the Youth i8erv It will include the outstanding



maintenance costs and it would leave additionallifugnto be used for purposes not yet agreed, but
including investment in the facilities of the Jgrg&rts Centre and compensate for the loss of St.
James’. To enable the Youth Service to use Stedamwould be necessary for both the Arts
Centre and the Arts Trust to vacate the vicarage fan the Youth Service to take operational
control of the former church. However once core@rthis would remain in community use, not
only by the Youth Service but also by other groupduding potentially the Arts Centre and the
Arts Trust, which | think is the thrust of the Déys questions.

4.14.3 Deputy G.C. Baudains:

With regards to St. James’, is the Minister sure Ililding is worth repairing. The structural
engineers have indicated to me that the problemsarsevere and so longstanding that the only
viable option for this building is to demolish it.

The Deputy of St. John:

| would be led by Property Holdings on this. Itheir call. Itis in their core remit to decide the
very things that Deputy Baudains is alluding toreinain to wait until the end of March when
Property Holdings will be having meetings with mgpartment where we can finally assess the
kind of problems that Deputy Baudains is refertimg | am assured at the moment that overall ...

The Bailiff:
A concise answer, Deputy. | think you have ansd/ére

4.14.4 Deputy T.A. Vallois:
Could the Minister confirm whether the estimatidrE® million for La Motte Street includes part-
use for affordable housing and social housing?

The Deputy of St. John:

| am led to believe that it is valued at £5 milliby Property Holdings. | am not clear on exactly
the basis of that valuation. | do not have thadrimation but | can supply it to the Deputy at &ta
date.

4.14.5 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

It is good to see the Youth Service apparentlydpaielcomed. We will be watching. Could | just
ask the Minister if he will confirm that with threfurbishment he will also make sure the steps are
refurbished so St. Helier No. 1 can have our pgltation back?

The Deputy of St. John:
| will certainly bring that to the discussion aettable of Property Holdings.



